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 STAs Terry Fox Run 
 Writer: Emma C. Editor: Fiona V. 

 This year students and staff 

 at STA went all out for the 

 Terry Fox run showing a 

 whole bunch of school 

 spirit, hard work, and 

 participation. The grade 11 

 Lead team were handing 

 out water and freezes to 

 the tired runners. The 

 teachers had a band that 

 was playing music and the 

 football team sang a couple songs. Grades and staff were assigned different 

 colours to show school spirit. Grade nines wore green, tens wore purple, elevens 

 wore blue, twelves wore red, and 

 staff wore pink. The grade nines 

 had the most spirit wearing green boas, hats, 

 necklaces, and face paint. It's amazing how 

 out of all the schools in the school board STA 

 hold the record for raising the most money 

 for cancer research. Keep up the good work 

 STA! 

 Funtastic Grade 9 Orientation 
 Writer: Georgia S. Editor: Emma S. 

 On September 1st, the grade nines got their first 

 taste of high school. Students from schools across 

 Ontario, mainly F.X O’Reilly, MRO, Holy Family, and 

 St. Paul’s, attended. When they arrived at school, 

 they were put into groups, which were given tours 

 of the school by our staff. They were told what to 

 expect from each class and learned all about their 

 new teachers. They played many get-to-know-you 

 games and one student told the Stinger Voice, “It 

 was really fun, I made a lot of new friends.” 

 (Anonymous, Grade 9) 

 Overall, the orientation was an 

 exciting experience and a great 

 way to learn about our school. 

 The transition from elementary to 

 high school can be difficult, but St. 

 Thomas always tries their hardest 

 to make it as smooth as possible. 

 We can’t wait to meet all the new 

 grade nine students this year! 

 Romeo and Juliet  is coming to STA! 
 Writer: Ava B., Maryam A. Editor: Emma S. 

 When was the last time you saw a play live? Well, STA’s 

 Drama Club  is putting together a magical theatre 

 experience for the school. With a live band, the club is 

 performing a modernized version of  Romeo and Juliet  .  The 

 tragic love story is about two teenagers who fall in love, 

 but cannot be with each other due to the rivalry between 

 their households. The play will most likely show in 

 November, so make sure to pay attention to the 

 announcements for more information! 

 Thanksgiving Food Drive 
 Writer: Sharmika S. , Mirari U. Editor: Emma S. 

 1 can, 2 can, who can? We can! As we near the end of the first month of school, 

 STA’s Social Justice Club is running a food drive. The food banks are in increasingly 

 dire need of donations -- especially with Thanksgiving coming up. Many students 

 are donating various food items to this cause and so can you! Bring in what you 

 can and give it to your homeroom teacher. We are proud to see our school 

 community coming together to support those in need. This is true Stinger spirit! 

 The school has a 1,000-item goal for donations this Thanksgiving season and we 

 have until October 6th. Let’s continue to work hard and reach our goal, STA! 

 Stinger Voice: How are STA Students Feeling About this School Year? 
 Interviewer: Maryam A., Ava B.  Editor: Yvonne P. 

 The first month of the 2022-2023 school year just recently started and we wanted 

 to check in with students at STA to see how they are feeling about this upcoming 

 year.  What better place to find students than in the never ending line at Foodland, 

 and of course in the school Cafeteria!  Here are 4 students we asked: 

 “This is my first year in High School and I’m happy to say that it’s good and going 

 well. I’m excited to make new friends and am excited for the clubs at STA.”  - 

 Karolina K (Gr. 9) 

 “I am excited for this upcoming school year. I love the environment and also 

 appreciate how there are no masks mandatory in school anymore.”  - Toya K (Gr. 

 10) 

 “I’m feeling good and excited about this upcoming year. I’m looking most forward 

 to the sports and extracurricular activities.”  -  Yohana  A (Gr. 10) 

 “This is my last year in Highschool, and so far, it’s off to a good start. I am looking 

 forward to enjoying it to the fullest.”  - Waad A (Gr. 12) 

 STA’s Picture Day and Student Cards are Back 
 Writer Maryam A. Editor: Fiona V. 

 The school hosted picture day for the 2022–2023 school year on 

 Wednesday, September 28. The photographs were taken so that 

 students may acquire their student cards as well as to update the 

 school's database. Throughout the day, members of the St. 

 Thomas Aquinas faculty and student body were called to a front 

 foyer for pictures. 

 Stinger Spirit Fridays! 
 Writer: Ella M. and Sara J. Editor: Emma S. 

 Fridays just got better! This year, STA has decided that students can now wear 

 their spirit wear instead of their uniform, but only on Fridays. Spirit wear includes: 

 Stinger sportswear, club shirts and sweaters, SHSM wear, P.E. track pants, and 

 other Stinger t-shirts/sweatshirts. However, please remember that these Fridays 

 are not civvies days, and you can only wear the items listed or your uniform. Let’s 

 see your spirit wear, Stingers! 

 Our Favourite Films: Halloween Edition 
 Writer: Victory I., Sophia J. Editor: Emma S. 

 Spooky season has arrived, so we’re here to share our 

 favourite movies to get into the Halloween spirit!  Hocus 

 Pocus  ,  Coraline  , and  The Addams Family  are all timeless 

 classics that everyone loves. Though, our top two 

 favourites are  Monster House  and  Coraline  .  Monster 

 House  tells the story of three kids who live near  a 

 strange house. Anything that touches this property 

 disappears. The kids decide the house has to go, but 

 their plan is not all smooth sailing.  Coraline  is  about a 

 young girl who discovers a wondrous world full of joy, 

 but soon finds that there is much more to this 

 mysterious place. Whether you decide to watch one of 

 our recommendations or one of your own personal 

 favourites, we hope you have a happy Halloween! 
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 STA’s Book of the Month! 
 Writer: Kaylee N. and Lia C.  Editor: Maryam A. 

 September’s book of the month is…“Better Than the 

 Movies” by Lynn Painter! 

 Heads up to our romance readers. This book is all our 

 favourite tropes in one, with fake dating, the boy next 

 door, enemies to lovers, and a big makeover all in one. 

 Better Than the Movies  is a rom-com about other 

 rom-coms, as a hopeless romantic teen named Liz tries to 

 find her happily-ever-after moment with her childhood 

 crush, however, she finds herself intrigued by the boy next 

 door instead. 

 “I fell in love with teasing you in the second grade, when I first discovered that I 

 could turn your cheeks pink with just a word. Then I fell in love with you." 

 Fun Fact: The characters bond over rom-com movies & Taylor Swift. 

 September Poem 
 suddenly this feels like an extension, 

 like a new limb i’m learning to walk on. 

 the trust in letting it support me. 

 faith it will not let me fall. 

 I think I'm beginning to feel it all again. 

 because the ridges of my fingers are talking to 

 me. 

 they’re telling me to be intentional. 

 to mean, every action. 

 so that the pins and needles go away. 

 and this new limb makes me whole. 

 Trinity Casaubon (11) 

 September Sports Highlight 
 Writer: Taya G. Editor: Yvonne P. 

 Here at STA one of the things that we pride ourselves on is our athletes and all of 

 their accomplishments. Our senior and junior boys soccer teams recently played 

 St. Peter’s and won both of their games. The boys showed their talent last year 

 when the senior boys team went to OFSAA, and we all know that they can do it 

 again this year! 

 Along with the boys soccer teams, the varsity girls basketball team played in two 

 super competitive games. Even though the girls lost they still were happy with the 

 outcome of the game. Wiggy Tibbitts won player of the game as she played hard 

 and showed her dedication! They always practice as hard as they can and will 

 continue to keep proving themselves as they go to their next game against JOA. 

 The boys football team had their first game of the season against St. Teresa’s. Even 

 though the boys tried their best, the 

 game ended with the scoreboard not in 

 their favour. The boys didn’t have the 

 outcome they were hoping for, but they 

 are going to take all of their hard work 

 and dedication to JOA to play their 

 second season game. Jordan Santos who 

 is the team’s defensive tackle stated “We 

 all work super hard in practice, and it 

 shows when we are on the field”. 

 The junior boys volleyball team also had their first season game on the 28th, they 

 kept the game super close but sadly they lost it. They worked super hard in their 

 practices and are playing their first home game against St. Pete’s. 

 The tennis team had a super strong season and made STA proud! Jacqueline 

 Charbonneau and Justin Radenovic both 

 earned a spot in GBSSA as they both came in 

 second! 

 The cross country team is making a running 

 approach to this year's season! Jamie Bradley 

 came in 4TH place in the senior girls division. 

 The rest of the team is doing super well and 

 will continue to challenge themselves! 

 All of our teams have given us an amazing start 

 to our athletic season. All students and coaches at STA are excited to see all of our 

 stingers accomplish amazing things! 

 Orange Shirt Day 
 Writer: Evelyn A. Editor: Lucas D. 

 The Day of Truth and Reconciliation is a day to 

 remember the hardships endured by the countless 

 Indigenous children who were forced into 

 residential schools. To recognize the tumultuous 

 history within these schools and pay respect to 

 those who were directly impacted, St. Thomas 

 Aquinas students have joined the many across the 

 country in wearing orange shirts. 

 The young woman, Phyllis Webstad was given an 

 orange shirt by her grandmother on her first day at 

 St. Joseph's Mission residential school in British Columbia. Upon entering the 

 school all of her clothes were taken from her and she never saw that gift again. 

 Phyllis Webstad shared her story with the world, describing how the colour orange 

 resonated with her experience: "...how my feelings didn't matter, how no one 

 cared and I felt like I was worth nothing. All of us little children were crying and no 

 one cared." 

 September 30th marks the time period during the year in which children like 

 Phyllis were sent away to those schools, abused, forced to give up their ancestral 

 language, and were assimilated into the Catholic faith. 

 Students, teachers, and staff of Saint Thomas Aquinas acknowledge these facts 

 and hope to contribute in rebuilding relationships with those of the Inuit, Métis, 

 and First Nations people in our Canadian community. On September 30th, we will 

 continue the tradition of standing with Indigenous people of the past, present, and 

 future in orange for years to come. 

 Busy Bee Life Hacks 
 Writer: Leora H. 

 1.  Want more reliable information for school projects? Use 

 ‘scholar.google.com’ instead of google.com. 

 2.  Want to save some money? Be sure to get a SPC card to save on food, 

 fashion, beauty products and more. Go to  https://www.spccard.ca/  for 

 more details. 

 3.  Going to A&W for lunch? Visit awcoupon.ca to see if there are any 

 available coupons to make your daily lunch trip a cheaper one. 

 4.  Have you been waiting in line at Tim Hortons for too long recently? 

 Download the Tim Hortons app and place your mobile order as you are 

 walking to Tim Hortons, to ensure your food is ready for pick up as soon as 

 you get there and you make it back to class on time. 

 5.  Not sure what’s happening at STA? Go to the St. Thomas Aquinas website 

 to find out all you need to know about the upcoming events at our school. 

 September Prayer 
 Writer: Lucas D. 

 Dear God, 

 As we begin this new school year and life begins to come back to normal, help us 

 to count our blessings. Help us to appreciate the little things in life that we 

 occasionally take for granted. Guide us on our life journey as we are still trying to 

 figure out who we are as people. Fill our hearts with love and help us to persevere 

 when we are facing difficulties and enjoy our moments of happiness. Bless our 

 teachers, principals and staff members as we embark on a new journey together. 

 Amen 
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 The Stinger Zinger 

 This Months Puzzle, Figure out the meaning: 

 Your 1111 Life 

 The first person to email thestingerzinger@gmail.com with the solution to this 

 puzzle wins a prize. Please send your response from your smcdsb email account. 
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